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Fifthly, of fortifications, buildings and revenues
76.    The death of Colonel Scott, and the want of able people for under-
taking such an important work as the fortifying Fort William, has almost
totally disconcerted our designs, hut we have some prospect of engaging in the
Company's  service  a  gentlemen  of  tried  abilities   and  known  skill  as  an
engineer, but this at present we can only hint for your information; in the
mean time as the war with France justly alarms us, and we cannot but be
apprehensive that your settlement may be liable to an attack, we empowered
the Secret Committee to give some directions on this head which they com-
municated to the President in a letter dated the 25th of May last by His
Majesty's ship Triton, also by the Prince Henry packet, in duplicates by each
ship with directions for their being forwarded to Bengal from the places where
those ships were first destined, which letter we hope will have long since come
to the President's hands; however we shall now in general adopt the same
what follows.
77.    We  are  to inform  you then that as we cannot at present  think
of any person  so  fit and  capable  in  all respects   to fortify  Fort William
in  an  effectual  manner   as   Captain  John  Brohier,   our   present   Engineer
upon the coast of Choromandel, we hope, in consequence of the orders sent
by the Committee of Secrecy, he has or will be able to proceed accordingly
to Bengal,
78.    Since the death of Colonel Scott we observe the affair of the fortifica-
tions has fallen under the directions and thoughts of different people, whose
sentiments are accordingly various, and in particular Mr. Simpson seems to
think that gentleman's planns inconvenient and expensive ; this with all other
opinions must therefore be well weighed and considered by you previous to
your engaging in any expensive works.
79.    Notwithstanding the directions in our General Letter of the  llth
of February 1756, on being informed of the death of Colonel Scott, to suspend
the carrying into execution that gentleman's plan,  the President, in concert
with the Select Committee and with you as our General Council, are when
necessary to concert with Captain Brohier the proper measures for imme-
diately rendering our settlement at Fort William defencible against the French
or any other European force ; he is to be furnished with any plans and projects
of the late Mr. Robins as well as Colonel Scott's that are procurable; he is to
have all necessary informations, intelligence and advice, from all which he is to
consider of and form a plan for a fortification which according to the best of
his judgment will be effectual in the present conjuncture as well as for the future
at die least possible expence; after the President, in concert with the Select
Committee and you as our General Council when necessary, have well considered
the said plan, together with an estimate of the time, expence, materials and
workmen necessary to compleat it, if you approve thereof, you are to carry the
same forthwith into execution, in the manner and method laid down in our
several letters of late, particularly such as were given during the time of
Colonel Scott,                                                                               *
80. Captain Brohier must, whenever the fortifications and works are
under consideration, have a seat and a voice at the Council Board, and agree-
abk to the method at Fort St. George, you are to appoint a standing